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Record of the Special Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee held in the Council Chamber, The Regional Council Centre, 142-146 Wakefield Street, Wellington on Thursday, 15 June 2000 at 9.30am
Matters for Council Decision are shown in bold type and enclosed in a box.

Matters for Information of Council are in italic type.

Present
Councillors Macaskill (Chairperson), Allen, Bonner, Buchanan, Gibson, Long, McDavitt, McQueen, Shaw, Shields, Thomas, Turver and Werry

Officers Present
Messrs Allard, Annakin, Benham, Darroch, Laplanche, Maguire, Schollum, Stone, Wright and Drs Bradbury and Watson

Public Business
Procedural Items

P&F 223
Apologies

Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr Thomas)


That the apology from Councillor Laidlaw be confirmed.

Matters for Consideration

P&F 224
Further Consideration of Iwi Submissions on the Draft Annual Plan 2000/2001

(1) Landcare Committee – 4 May 2000
Report 00.332
File:  E/6/16/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Werry/Cr Bonner)




That the report of the meeting of the Landcare Committee held on 4 May 2000, Item LC155, and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.

(2) Rural Services and Wairarapa Committee – 9 May 2000
Report 00.347
File:  E/6/12/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Long/Cr Buchanan)




That the report of the meeting of the Rural Services and Wairarapa  Committee held on 9 May 2000, Item RSW 187, and the recommendation contained therein, be adopted.

(3) Environment Committee – 18 May 2000
Report 00.364
File:  E/6/18/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Gibson/Cr Werry)




That the report of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 18 May 2000, Item E 215, and the recommendation contained therein, be adopted.

P&F 225
Rural Services and Wairarapa Committee – 12 June 2000 


Report 00.409
File:  E/6/12/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Long/Cr Turver)




That the report of the meeting of the Rural Services and Wairarapa Committee held on 12 June 2000, Items RSW 201 and RSW 202 and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.

P&F 226
Report of Policy and Finance Subcommittee – 6, 7 and 8 June 2000


Report 00.428
File:  E/6/1/3

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Shields/Cr McQueen)




That the report of the meeting of the Policy and Finance Subcommittee held on 6, 7 and 8 June 2000, Items P&FS/C 217 to P&FS/C 222 inclusive and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.



P&F 227
Proposed Funding Policy

(1) Adoption


Report 00.424
File:  CP/4/8/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Chairperson/Cr Turver)



(1) That the report be received and the contents, including the Funding Policy in Attachment One, be noted.

(2) That the Funding Policy be adopted for implementation.



Councillor Gibson dissented.

(2) Application of Flood Protection Funding Policy


Report 00.435
File:  CP/4/8/1

A copy of an amended version of Attachment 1 to Report 00.435 was circulated.

Resolved to Recommend
(Chairperson/Cr Werry)



That Council adopt the application of the Flood Protection Funding Policy as defined in section three of this report, for delivery of works and maintenance on specific flood protection and river projects and schemes.



Councillor Gibson dissented.

P&F 228
Finalisation of the 2000/2010 WRC Long-Term Financial Strategy, incorporating the 2000/2001 Annual Plan

(1) Chairman’s Proposals


Report 00.432
File:  CP/4/5/1


The Chairman introduced his report but proposed that consideration of the recommendations be held over until Report 00.427 had been discussed.

(2) Regional Rates and Bulk Water Levy


Report 00.427
File:  CFO/7/6/7

The Chairman said he proposed holding over consideration of recommendation 2(c) in Report 00.247 until later in the meeting.

Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr Turver)



(1)
That the report be received and the contents noted.



(2)       That the Committee recommend to Council:

(a) That the operating expenditure items listed within Attachment 1 of this report (as amended by the Committee) within the Long Term Financial Strategy 2000-2010 and 2000/01 Annual Plan be rebudgeted.

(b) That the capital expenditure items listed within Attachment 2 of this report (as amended by the Committee) within the Long Term Financial Strategy 2000-2010 and 2000/01 Annual Plan, be rebudgeted.

(d) That the new items of capital expenditure and other adjustments listed within Attachment 4 of this report (as amended by the Committee) be approved for inclusion within the Long Term Financial Strategy 2000-2010 and 2000/01 Annual Plan.

(3)
That the impacts of the rebudgeting and budgeting of new items, as approved in recommendation 2 above, have been reflected within Table 4.2 and Attachment 5 of this report, be noted.



(3) 2000/2001 Annual Plan Proposal – Indicative Rating Impacts


Report 00.418
File:  G/6/1/1

Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr McQueen)

(1) That the report be received.


(2)
That actual rates made in levied for 2000/2001 for properties of average values may vary materially from these indicative estimates, be noted.

P&F228(2)

(contd)
Finalisation of the 2000/2010 WRC Long Term Financial Strategy, incorporating the 2000/2001 Annual Plan 


(2) Regional Rates and Bulk Water Levy - Resumed

Report 00.427
File:  CFO/7/6/7

Councillor Gibson:

(a) sought further information on provisions for costs incurred by the WRC in relation to the Lambton Interchange project.

(b) tabled an earlier communication from him to the General Manager requesting information about the benefits of flood protection funding to Wellington City ratepayers.

Moved
(Chairperson/Cr Shields)

(c)
That the new items of operating expenditure/(savings) and other adjustments listed within Attachment 3 of Report 00.427 (as amended by the Committee) be approved for inclusion within the Long Term Financial Strategy 2000-2010 and 2000/01 Annual Plan.

Amendment
(Cr McQueen/Cr Long)


That the annual percentage rate increase for the 2000-2001 Annual Plan be set at 10.5% (not 12.52%) as set out in Report 00.427 and its attachments.

In moving the amendment Councillor McQueen said adjustments could be made through the use of surplus funds from the financial year just concluded.

The above amendment was LOST on a show of hands 6 votes in favour and 7 opposed.

The motion was then put and CARRIED.

(1) Chairman’s Proposals (contd)

Report 00.432
File CP/4/5/1
Resolved to Recommend
(Chairperson/Cr Shields)




That the Long Term-Financial Strategy – Investing in the Future 2000-2010 (incorporating the 2000-01 Annual Plan) with the levy and rating profiles as noted in Report 00.427 and its attachments, be confirmed.




Councillor Thomas dissented.

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Shields/Cr Shaw)




Bearing in mind that rates are a tax that is levied on property values rather than an ability to pay and that this creates problems for those who are on fixed incomes;  this Council requests that the forthcoming Zone 3/Zone 4 workshop encompass the topic of rates rebate schemes, and practical options with a view to preparing a submission to Local Government New Zealand and Government.



The meeting closed at 12.50pm.

Cr S A MACASKILL

Chairperson

Date:




