e — e

&

UNIFEM
(o ‘435!‘4

‘ ;-.,,_,..-*f g

ADB

1

b

APGEN
UNDP/UNOPS

il
TUG!
UNDP/UNOPS

LOGOTRI

Attachment 4 to Report 01.331

Pagelof 5

~ Asia-Pacific Summit

of Women Mayors
and Councillors

19to 22 June 2001, Phitsanulok, Thailand

]

{
!
.

IS ER

IrE T

TALEL

i
%




Attachment 4 to Report 01.331
Page2of 5

i e e ik e s 8 8 e € s e a—

" " INTRODUGTION 5
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Local government iz the only level of gnvemment where women can enter poiitical life with
relative ease. The (ssuss at the local level tend tn motivate women {o enter politics and tha
comparaive ¢usls of mouniing an election campaigne are 'ow. Local governments are good
waning grounds for women wishing to reach higher Jevels of slectad or appointed office in
gevernment. Furtheniong, womsn it decision-making pestions in goverrments and legisiative
bodies provide "ranstormadve ieadeisiip” by redefining political priofties, placing new iterms on
the agenda and providirg new perspactives on mainstrearn issues.

Some countries of the region have aiready laken postive measures to promcte the
partoipation of woman in governmant and decislon-making processes. Nowhere in the region,
however, are women equally repragented in local govemment, pulilical parties or urban and rurl
associalions, uniasd these aré women-criented Dy nature. Even in ccuntries with good
opportunities for wornen's representation and panicipaticn, wonen have not been able o wtilize
thom effectively, The reasons vary: patrigrcha! zocial systems, social and cuitural prejudices,
financial depsndence of women, lack of training opportunities for women, family and cnild-care
responsibiities, the high cost of seexing and holding offics and comuption in pulitics,

Concerted action et the regional leve! is required to promote the advancement of women fr
loca! govermnment. The United Nations Ecanomic snd Socigl Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAF) and the Network of Local Government Training and Research Institutes in Asiz 2nd the
Pacific (LOGOTRY, have preparcsd Reports on the State of Women in Urban Local Govemments
for 14 countres of Asla and i Pacific. The Government of Japan and the South East Asia
Gender Equity Programme of the Canadian Imtemational Deveiopment Agency (SEAGEP-CIDA)
provided tunding for the studies. The Summit of 'Women Mayors and Ceundillars is convened to
discuss [ssues Brought out in these reports and 1o chart out future regional actions to promote the
participation and representation of women in urbar jocal govemmant,
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T increase the awarenass of the ransfo mative role womcn ploy in local government and the
shaltenges and constrainis they tace whilie working with and leeding lees! governmeants.

3. To discuss follow-up regional stralegiés and activns 1o prormeic the participafion and
reprasentation in local govemments.

[ ” " sTRUCTURE OF THE SUMMIT ]

The Summit will consist of pienary sessions, swub-ragional focus group discussions and
various symposia on emernging and critical 1ss4es. In the plerary opening 8 gsion on the meming
of the first day a Regional Overview lssue Paper will present cppurtunities and senstraints for the
pacticipation =nd representation of wemen In uban iocal govenuuenl emphesizing their
iransformative leadarshio.

Thass isstes will be discussed in detail during three sub-regional focus group discussions
during the aftemonn and tha moming of the next day. The sub-regions afe: South Asi, South LDast
Asig and East Asiz and tha Pacific. Each sub-regional group is required to repuit back to the
plenary on the aftemoon of tha sacand day on three guestions: (1) whether the issues vutlined in
lhe Ragional Overview paper accursiely refiect the issues of parficipation and represemation of
womer in Yocal govamment in their sub-ragion. (2) what actions are needed in the country level (o
promote the participeton and rapresentation of women in loczi govemment (3) what reglonal
SURPOIt Miwehanisms are neoded to support actans at the country lave.
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The third day of the Summit will be deveted 16 eight half-day symposia unl selected issues of
concern. Each participant will be able to attend two symposia, one in the moming, one in the
gfternoon. The symposia will cover tws categories of issues: issuss on gender and development
and isswes on wban management and govemance. Issues covered include: (1) Access of Women
o Information Technofogies, (2) Preventng Violence Against Women in lrban Areas (3}
Cammunity-based Income Generation for Poor Women, (4) Gender Budgeting, (5) Gender
Considerations in Urban Water Disiribution in Siums and Squatter Settlements, [8) Characteristics
and Indicators for Good Govemance, (7) Intagrating Waste-Pickers into the Formal Solid Waste
System of Cities and (8) Promoting Regional Cocperation and Exchange of Best Practices
Betweaer Cities and Towns.

Cuncurrent wo the symposia, the offiscre of the throe sub-regionz! groups will maat an the third
day with the secretariat siaff and draft the "Phitsanulok Declaration on Advancement of Women in
Locat Govermutisil.” The draft declaration would outline major iseuse, strategies for addressing the
issues and rogional support mechanisms needed to tackle the issuas.

On the fourth and izst day of the Summit, participants will review the zontents of the draft

declaration and adopt the amended deciaration. Table 1 provides = schematic illustration of the
structure of the Summit,

—___PARTICIPANTS ;

A total of 150 to LUU participarts from counties of Asia ard Pacific including Australia,
Bangladesh, China, india, indonesia, Japan, Maiaysia, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vieinam are expected to particlpate at the Suninil. In addition o elected
and appointed women in local governments, high-level representatives of national and sub-
national govemments, political perties, NGOs as weli as academics ang rasearchers working on
women's empowerment and on urban issues are invited to participate. International donors and
‘specialized UN agencies will also be invited o attend in the Summit.

Table 1. Schematic illustration of the summit
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| o _DATES AND VENUE N §

The Summit will he held at the Amarin lLagoon Resor <www.amannlagoon coms,
Phitsenulok, Thailand, from 19 w0 22 June 2001, For more information on the ity of Phitsanulok
please visit its web site <wwaw.phsmun.go.th>

Participants are expected ta arrive or 18 June 2001 and depart on 23 June 2001.

- —

: — ONGANIZERS i

The Summit is organized by the United Nations Ecoromic and Socis! Commission for Asi2
and the Pacific (UNESCAP) in collaberatian with the following agencies and organizations: United
Nations Development Fund for Wemaen (UNIFEN): the Regional Network of Local Authorities for
the Management of Human Setticmonts (CITYNET); the Asian Development Bank The Urban
Govemance Iniistive (TUGH) and the Asia-Paciiic Gender Equality Network (APGEN) executed by
UNUPFS antt UNDP: and the Network of Local Govemment Training and Research Institutes in
Asia and the Pacihc (LOGOTRY. The City of Phitsanuiok, Thailand is the host of the Summit

~-
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ihe warking language of the Summit is Englich. Mo facilities for simuftareous intempretation
are proviged.

COS 1S OF PARVICIPATION | | S
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A speclal confeiwnce pachage hag boon arrangsd with the notel The costs of single room
accommaodation, = meals, 2 coffee breaks is USS$ 235 per pecson per day  There are no fess for
participation.

ESCAP has limited amount of sponsorships available to asaist participants from developing
countries. For seiected patticipants ESCAR will povide costs of most direct and economical
round-trip aiffare to Phitsanulok and/or costs of accommodation and food for the duration of the
Summit. Participants whose travel is sponsored by ESCAP are expected to purchase their own
tickets. They will be reimbursed during the Summit, Upor submission of the original rogeipt of
purcshase of the air icket Ne reimbursement will be made without the vriginat recuipt.

- ” TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS | 1
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Shiteanulok is 50 minutes by piane from Bangkok. Thers are several fights daily from
Bangkok ta Phitsanuick. Paiticipants will be received at the Phitsanulck wirpod by the staff of the
Mumcipality of Phitsanuioi, The Municipality will establish a reception desk fui "The Summit of
Wormen Mayors and Councillors” in the amival hali of the Phitsanulok airpont Participeds wifl be
transported {0 the hotel by mini buses.

Participanis ars required o oblain appropriate entry visas to Thaliand hom he nearest Royal
Thai embagsy or consiiate in their countries immediately upon recsiving contimayon of their
participation, Partcutars for both immigraticn and heaith requiremants may b2 obtained from the
airknes with which participants will traval,
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- FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

The BESCAF and other organizers of the Summit will ot assums responsibility for any other
axpenditure than those specifically listed in the istter of invitaticr. They will especially not be
responsible for:

1. All expanses in 11s home couniry incidentai to travel abroad, inciuding expenditure for visa,
medical examination, inoculations and other such miscellanaous items and intemal travel to
and from the airport of arrivai and departurs in the home country.

2 Salary and related slinwaneas far the padicipants during the patind of the workshop.

i~

Cost incurred hy paricipants in respect of travel insurance, accident insurance, medical bifls
or hospitalization foes in connection with attending the workshop.

4. Compencation in the evont of death or disability of participants in connection with attending
the warkshop.

5. Any loss or damage to personal property of participants wile aftending the workshop or
lusses of damages claimed by third parties as a result ol acy negiigenues on Ure part of the
participants.

6. Any other expenses ot a perconal nature,

o e’

FOREIGNEXCHANGE |

Participants may bring with them tavellers’ cheques ot baik foles in U Dollars thal ¢an be
exchanged for That Baht at the prevalling bank rates. The current exchange rate, which is subject
1o change, is approximately US$ 1 = ThBht 43.
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oo FURTHER INFORMA TTON B o
For further inforrmahom Dleese comtact,

Mr. Yap Kioe Sheng

Chief

Human Settlements Section

Population and Rural and Urban Develcpment Division
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
United Nations Buiiding

Rajdatnnem Nok Avenue

Bangkok 10200

Thailand

Tel: + 66 2 288 1600
Fax: + 66 2 288 1007
Cmail: <huset.unescap@un.orgs

You mey aleo wish te visit our web site at www.unescap.orghuset/>



