Park
Discover forest, farm and wetlands

Paekakariki
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Battle Hill’s 500 hectares are a mix of flat, rolling and
steeper hill country, making it a haven for walking,
horseriding, mountain biking, panoramic views, camping
and picnicking. The flat airstrip and front paddocks are
ideal for group events.
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A small but significant remnant of dense native forest
remains near the park’s front paddocks. Along with tawa,
titoki and kohekohe, the forest supports the swamp-loving
kahikatea, pukatea and swamp maire.
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Approximately half the park is planted in pines, with much of
the
(DoC)
remainder in pasture, dotted with native and exotic trees. The
Greater Wellington Regional Council is working with school groups
and the community to restore two large wetland areas and plant
along stream banks. These native plantings and ongoing pest
control have improved habitats for a wide range of birds on the
property. Tui, piwakawaka (fantail) and kereru (NZ pigeon) feed on
the array of vegetation, while mallards and putangitangi (paradise
shelducks) enjoy the pasture and wetlands.

Pauatahanui

Paremata Road

Take your rubbish home and recycle where possible
Light fires only on the concrete pads in the campground or
front paddocks, subject to fire bans. Portable gas BBQs are
Wellington
permitted
Use gates and stiles. Leave gates as you find them. Keep to
the tracks in wet conditions
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On a cold August morning in 1846 the first shot was fired in
a confrontation between Government forces and around 300
of Te Rangihaeata’s Ngäti Toa near the summit of Battle Hill.
Relationships between the Crown and
Mäori in the Wellington region had
been breaking down for some years,
due to the New Zealand Company
attempts to purchase large tracts of
land for Pakeha settlers.
Mäori, under the protection of Te
Rangihaeata, had been evicted from
their lands in the Hutt Valley and
the Crown’s attempts at arbitration
were unsuccessful because Ngäti Toa
continued to resist growing pressure to
sell its land.
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Do not remove, disturb or damage plants or animals

Demoralised and devoid of the leadership and protection of
their two principal chiefs, Ngäti Toa finally conceded to Crown
demands for the sale of its land.
In return for a few thousand pounds and the promise of Te
Rauparaha’s release, the Crown extracted from Ngäti Toa around
608,000 acres in the Wairau and 25,000 acres in Porirua,
including what is now Battle Hill Farm Forest Park.
In 1860 the land was sold to Henry Abbott who
cleared it and stocked it with cattle. On his death in
1882 the farm passed to his sons and it remained
with his family until 1975. The Wellington
Regional Council purchased the park in 1987.
Henry Abbott, his son Henry and daughters
Maria and Delia are buried at Battle Hill in a
small graveyard, together with two of the
three militiamen killed in the battle.

www.gw.govt.nz

A few hundred Ngäti Toa, under the leadership of Rawiri
Puaha, joined with Grey’s forces in pursuit of Te Rangihaeata.
However, these warriors turned out to be loyal supporters
of Te Rangihaeata, supplying him with ammunition and
assistance in effecting his eventual escape.

Sending to Porirua for backup mortars, the allied force
settled into a siege, and bombarded Te Rangihaeata’s pa for
several days. On 13 August, after losing at least nine people
and only just surviving on mamaku, Ngäti Toa fled north.
Te Rangihaeata was never to return to his turangawaewae
(place of standing) in the Wellington area. Instead he was
forced to live out the remaining 10 years of his life in exile
with his Ngäti Huia relations at Poroutawhao, north of Levin.
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Dogs are not permitted, including those left in vehicles

Leaving from the Hutt Valley, a mixed group of around 500
British troops, police, militia and Te Atiawa allies joined forces
to converge on Te Rangihaeata’s pa at Pauatahanui. Finding
it deserted, they pursued him through dense forest up the
Horokiri Valley to what is now Battle Hill Farm Forest Park.

Te Rangihaeata had built a temporary pa on an almost
unassailable razorback ridge near the summit of Battle Hill.
On the morning of 6 August, the Government force attacked
and tried to storm the pa. Return fire from Te Rangihaeata’s
men halted the attack, killing three Government troops.
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Poison may be laid in the park to control possums. Do not
remove notices or disturb baits, lures, traps, trapping lines
or carcasses

In a climate of mounting fear following the conflict and
deaths at Wairau and in the Hutt Valley, Governor George
Grey hatched a two-pronged plan to secure Ngäti Toa’s
land by stealth. The first phase of the plan was to kidnap
Te Rauparaha from his pa in Plimmerton and then the way
would be clear for Grey to launch a second-phase attack on
Te Rangihaeata and his Ngäti Toa and Ngati Rangatahi allies.

For more information
Phone: 0800 496 734
or send an email to the Park Ranger:
battlehill.ranger@gw.govt.nz
Camping information
Phone: 0800 496 734
battlehill.ranger@gw.govt.nz
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Turn off SH1 at Paekakariki onto Paekakariki Hill
Street
Oakleigh Road and drive 11.5km to the park entrance, or
Street
• Turn off SH58 at Pauatahanui onto Paekakariki Hill
Hutt
Road andLower
drive 6km
to the park entrance

This is a working farm. Please stay clear of farm vehicles,
Pencarrow
buildings and livestock
Head

History

Upper Hutt

get there

Catchpool

The mezzanine floor of the Ken Gray Education Centre is
open to view the Woolshed’s activities from September to
April. Contact the Park Ranger for more information or to
arrange school or community group visits.
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Site of one of the last battles between Mäori and early
colonial forces in the region, Battle Hill Farm Forest Park
blends traditional hill country farming, forestry and
environmental restoration.
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Head for the hills

MacKays
Crossing

Please recycle
Produced sustainably

Campground stream

Palliser Bay
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You may walk throughout the park. The front paddocks and bush
reserve are closed to horseriders and mountain bikers.

To Akatarawa Fo

What can you do here?
Curtis Flat

Walking-only tracks
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Bush Reserve Short Loop
(1.1km, 15 minutes)
Take a walk in the bush reserve, and check out the swimming hole
and historic grave sites.
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Summit Loop
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(3.5km, 1.5 hours)
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Walk along the valley floor before climbing up and out onto
farmland to the Battle Hill summit. On a fine day you will
have wonderful views south down the Horokiri Valley towards
Pauatahanui inlet. Information panels tell the story of these historic
sites.

Ridgetop

One way

Walking, mountain biking,
horseriding tracks
Restoration Trail
(2.1km, 1 hour walking)
Follow the farm road to Gas Line Ridge, which overlooks
Transmission Gully. Continue along the track to see the St Bernard’s
educational woodlot and visit the riparian (streamside) restoration
planting area on the way to the carpark.

Scenic Wetland Walk
(400m, 10 minutes walking)
Take a short side trip through our restored wetlands.
The restoration planting began in 2001, prior to
which it was all farmland.

Wetlands Walk
(3.1km, 1 hour walking)
Explore the Swampy Gully wetlands. Restoration of these areas
started in 2004.

Explore the Battle Hill farm via this track and visit the historic battle
site on the way.

Transmission Gully –
Puketiro Loop

wa
One

(3.3km, 2 hours walking)
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One way

Farm Loop
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Information kiosk

Pine forest

(10km, 4 hours walking)

Parking

Please travel the loop in a clockwise direction and take warm
clothing because the hilltops are exposed to strong winds. The track
climbs a hill through the pine plantation to the top, from which you
will have great views of the Pauatahanui Inlet and South Island on a
clear day.

Camping

Toilets
Wheelchair access
Picnicking
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Horokiri Stream

Fire pad

The sheltered front paddocks offer scenic camping sites, with a
shallow stream and the bush reserve close by. Please register with
the Park Ranger. Booking is recommended. Camping fees are $8 per
adult, $4 per child (5-16 year olds) per night. Under 5s free.

Camping
Lookout

BBQs and campfires

Swimming

Gas Line Ridge

Horseriding

Gas BBQs are permitted. Campfires may be lit only on the concrete
firepads in the front paddocks and are subject to fire bans – please
check with the Park Ranger before lighting.

Woodlot

Deer
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Swimming

Seep
Streamside
planting

Cool off in the shallow pool downstream of the ford in the Horokiri
Stream.

Airstrip
Ponds

Picnics
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Steep slopes, avoidable
obstacles and areas of
poor traction. Exposure
at the track’s outside
edge
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Flush toilets and drinking water facilities are situated in front of the
Ken Gray Education Centre and in the campground.

Old Milking Shed

Mostly flat with
some gentle climbs
on smooth tracks
and easily avoidable
obstacles, such as rocks
and potholes

ra

Toilet, drinking water

Battle
site

Suitable for people
with moderate to highlevel remote-areas skills
and experience

Campground

Eels
Check out our tame native long-fin eels down in the stream, east of
the Rangers office. BYO meat to feed them.

Abbotts
Field

Homestead

Battle Hill
Summit
251m

Tra

Park your horse float in the Dell Loop carpark. The jumps are for
organised equestrian events only and casual use is not permitted.
Please remove all hay, twine and horse manure from the area. The
park may be closed to horseriding when the ground conditions are
wet.

Oak
paddock

To

There are some great picnic spots with full vehicle access in the front
paddocks beside the stream. Groups can book picnic sites. Contact
the Park Ranger for details and cost.

Horseriding

Private
land

Dell
Ken Gray
Education
Centre

Suitable for people
with low to moderate
fitness and abilities
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Mountain biking at Swampy Gully

