
Pāuatahanui Residents Association Submission on Plan Change 1

Supporting Document

The Pāuatahanui Residents Association is an incorporated society representing the rural community
of Pāuatahanui from Mt Cecil Road in the east to the Camborne end of Grays Road in the west and to
the top of the Paekakariki Hill Road in the north as well as all the side roads off SH58. We have more
than 200 households on our email database and reach many more through our Facebook profile,
website and through the newsletters delivered by rural mail to each household in the district
numbering approximately 400.

Included in our society rules are the objectives of

● Maintain or improve the community and its environment for all residents, while preserving its
rural character and scenery

● Promote the advancement of environmental protection or improvement to its rivers and
waterways, with particular emphasis on the Pauatahanui Inlet

● Encourage residents to preserve and protect its flora and fauna

We therefore support the intent of Plan Change 1, towards achieving improved water quality and
ecological health objectives within Te Awarua-o-Porirua Whaitua.

However, in making our submission we would like to emphasise the following points

1) There has been insufficient time or consultation with community for landowners to fully
consider the implications of the policies and rules proposed in Plan Change 1 before
entering the formal submission process

2) The maps provided within the Plan Change document are difficult to decipher meaningfully
at a property level making it difficult for landowners to determine how they might be affected

3) There has been a heavy reliance on modeling to inform the policies and rules rather than
placing the emphasis on collecting reliable data and ‘ground truthing’ and then applying
appropriate actions

4) There is inadequate information on clearly committed resourcing from Greater Wellington for
implementation of the plan, leaving landowners unsure of what the plan means for them in
terms of the costs to them, both financial and time.

5) The lack of information on support resourcing, including for monitoring the implementation
of Plan Change 1,, means that its implementation is likely to be “patchy” - potentially
penalising those engaging proactively and using good management practices while failing to
identify or deal with those engaging in poor management practices unless there are very
blatant breaches.



6) The overall emphasis within Plan Change 1 is on regulatory methods and “requirements” on
landowners rather than incentives to engage in best practice. It would achieve better
outcomes if it was weighted in accordance with Recommendations 58, 59, 60, 61 and 64 of
Te Awarua-o-Porirua Whaitua Implementation Programme, focusing on resourcing positive
supports, such as through Greater Wellington’s Environmental Restoration and Catchment
teams, and actions rather than on enforcements.
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