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4. Our duties and powers, as they relate to wastewater and stormwater networks, are limited to those 
operated by, for, or on behalf of councils, certain government departments or the New Zealand 
Defence Force, where: 

(a) a wastewater network means the infrastructure and processes used to collect, store, transmit 
through reticulation, treat, or discharge wastewater; and 

(b) a stormwater network means the infrastructure and processes that are used to collect, treat, 
drain, store, reuse, or discharge stormwater in an urban area, i.e. that is primarily zoned for 
residential, industrial, or commercial activities; 

5. The WSA also provides a framework for the identification, management, and monitoring of risks to 
sources of drinking water, intended to work together with resource management legislation. 

6. Taumata Arowai has initiated a work programme that has an important interface with resource 
management, and we intend on engaging with regional councils to ensure an efficient, effective, and 
integrated approach between RMA and WSA requirements, avoiding duplication or conflict where 
possible. An integrated, whole-of-system view and approach for ngā wai is necessary to give effect 
to Te Mana o Te Wai, share accountability as regulators, and to increase public confidence.  

7. We have not yet had an opportunity to engage with Greater Wellington Regional Council on our 
complementary roles and responsibilities. We therefore appreciate the opportunity to make a 
submission on Greater Wellington Regional Council’s Proposed Plan Change 1 (PC1) to the Natural 
Resources Plan. 

8. We are pleased to see that Greater Wellington Regional Council has increased its focus on the 
management of stormwater and wastewater discharges, and that it has provided clarity around 
required actions of network operators to address the environmental effects of their discharges.  

9. We are also pleased to see acknowledgment of Māori customary practice and use of wai, the 
partnership role of mana whenua in developing freshwater action plans, and acknowledgment of 
the need to engage with mana whenua in rules for discharges of wastewater and stormwater. 

10. We are most interested in the following aspects of PC1: 

(a) Involvement of mana whenua and inclusion of a Te Ao Māori view. 

(b) Ensuring nationally consistent use of wastewater and stormwater terminology to support 
coherent and transparent discussions between regional councils, network operators, and 
Taumata Arowai. 

(c) Setting of network performance expectations, network risk management and stormwater 
management strategies, given these are also requirements under the WSA and for stormwater, 
under the Water Services Entities Act 2023 (WSEA).  

(d) Ensuring management pathways for various types of wastewater network discharge are clearly 
identified. 

(e) Improving improve the health of urban water bodies though non-regulatory stormwater 
initiatives.  

(f) Ensuring source water is adequately protected. 
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19. We are currently working to establish a register of stormwater networks, and we will define what 
comprises a network for the purposes of registration (or ‘catchment’ if used in a similar way).  
Network registration is a key aspect to support transparency and comparisons between the 
environmental performance of networks and their operators, which in turn links to the rule 
requirements of regional councils. 

20. A Stormwater Management Strategy is currently a legal requirement for network operators under 
the Water Services Entities Act 2023. We discuss this aspect in detail further below. 

21. Taumata Arowai is working to establish nationally consistent wastewater and stormwater 
terminology and we intend on establishing a Technical Advisory Group to support its development. 
While its form is yet to be determined, it is possible this may be published as national guidelines or 
best practice. We will encourage regional councils to adopt this terminology within their planning 
frameworks. 

22. The National Planning Standards November 2019 (NPS) also establishes definitions that local 
authorities must use in their plans, if they use the term in the same context as the NPS definition. 
We have noticed various other wastewater, stormwater and drinking water terminology in the 
Natural Resource Plan has not been proposed for amendment to ensure consistency with the NPS 
definitions. 

23. The WSA also defines a drinking water supply, and it establishes what constitutes a ‘sufficient 
quantity’ of drinking water to meet the health needs of people. However, we acknowledge that for 
wider resource management purposes, the WSA definition of ‘wastewater network’ is unsuitable.  

24. In summary, it is important that our definitions align, or at a minimum, do not conflict. For example, 
if Taumata Arowai categorised wastewater network discharges differently to Greater Wellington, 
network operators may end up having to report the same (or very similar) information in different 
formats under their consent conditions and Taumata Arowai Measures. 

25. While Greater Wellington could address any such issues through a future plan change  following the 
establishment of national terminology, we acknowledge this can require substantial resourcing and 
it may not be council priority, therefore we are seeking to improve alignment insofar as possible, 
through PC1. 

Decision sought 

26. Taumata Arowai requests that Greater Wellington align their terminology with that used in the NPS, 
WSA, and that being developed by Taumata Arowai, as possible and appropriate.  

27. Taumata Arowai requests that consideration be given to replacing the descriptors ‘dry weather 
discharge’ and ‘wet weather discharge’, to instead describe wastewater network discharges based 
on their root cause e.g. a discharge caused by blockages, a discharge caused by plant failure or 
equipment damage, or a discharge being caused by capacity being exceeded in the wastewater 
network. 

  












