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Name of submitter: The New Zealand Transport Agency 

This is a submission on Plan change (Plan change) 1 to the Natural Resources Plan for the 

Wellington Region. 

 

The New Zealand Transport Agency, Waka Kotahi (NZTA) could not gain an advantage in trade 

competition through this submission.  

 

NZTA role and responsibilities 

NZTA is a Crown Entity established by Section 93 of the Land Transport Management Act 2003 

(LTMA).  NZTA’s objective is to undertake its functions in a way that contributes to an effective, 

efficient, and safe land transport system in the public interest.  NZTA’s roles and 

responsibilities include: 

 

• Managing the State Highway system, including planning, funding, designing, 

supervising, constructing, maintaining and operating the system; 

• Managing funding of the land transport system, including auditing the performance of 

organisations receiving land transport funding; 

• Managing regulatory requirements for transport on land and incidents involving 

transport on land; and 

• Issuing guidelines for and monitoring the development of regional land transport 

plans.  

 

The topics which the Plan Change relates to such as freshwater management and significant 

indigenous biodiversity values relate to the ability of NZTA to construct, operate and maintain 

the state highway network across the region. NZTA’s interest in the Plan Change stems from 

its role as: 
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• A transport investor to maximise effective, efficient and strategic returns for New 

Zealand;  

• A planner of the land transport network to integrate one effective and resilient 

network for customers; 

• Provider of access to and use of the land transport system to shape smart efficient, 

safe and responsible transport choices; and  

• The manager of the State Highway system and its responsibility to deliver efficient, 

safe and responsible highway solutions for customers.  

 

 

Decision sought 

NZTA is supportive of the intent of the Plan Change but has concerns regarding the scale of 

the changes proposed and the difficulties inherent in complying with the proposed 

provisions.  The ‘immediate legal effect’ and timing of implementation of other provisions 

pose challenges for projects currently underway and also for existing funding and planning 

priorities.     

 

NZTA requests that a range of amendments are made to the Plan Change and these are 

detailed in Table 1. NZTA also seeks further alternative or consequential relief as may be 

necessary to fully achieve the relief sought in this submission. The need for further 

amendments to the provisions is particularly relevant given the scale of this Plan change and 

the numerous points of clarification requested.  

 

Hearings 

NZTA wishes to be heard in support of its submission.  If others make a similar submission, 

NZTA will consider presenting a joint case with them at a hearing. 

 

Signature of person authorised to sign on behalf of Submitter: 

 

 

 

Evan Keating 

Principal Planner, NZTA 

 

 

Address for Service of person making submission: 

NZ Transport Agency, Waka Kotahi 

Contact Person: Evan Keating   

Email: evan.keating@nzta.govt.nz   
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B Management Objectives (b): appears to require pre-development 
levels (land in its natural state)of discharge, regardless of current 
land use.  
B Management Objectives (d): assumes land use will be 
revegetated, this may not be the case where new infrastructure or 
buildings are proposed.  
Operating systems and practices (c):  appears to be mor focused on 
forestry activities. 
Maps (b) (viii) a 1m digital terrain model of vegetation clearance is 
an inappropriately high level of detail for (eg) 300m² of vegetation 
clearance but is perhaps suitable  for large scale clearance.   
 
Given the level of detail which may or may not be applicable for a 
specific application and the highly mandatory nature of complying 
with the schedule,  changes to Schedule 33 should be considered 
which could include: 

a. Making it a guideline  
b. Prefacing with text which indicates that matters should be 

addressed to the extent applicable  

 

 




